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Breckenridge Gcmblo, whoso wvclth has not robbe6 him of his d~

siru fJr a Ii ttlo in6epGnd-.;noe, is wai te6 on hand end foot b.y his

ment s~rv~nta. It ~nn018 him th~t he oon not make u mov~ with0ut

sorn~ lncko7 cntioipoting his wishes. Lifo is a dul) rJutine for

him
T

~.n.d -when he soes ll. personal in the peper, c.dvertising for c

ilsingle man for seoret mission; must speak Spcnish" he immodiately

presents himsolf, hoping for exoitomdnt.

Brackenridgo gets pl~nty of it: He mc.kos ~ hit With the oil

men who ere striving to get possossion o·f some ooncessions in Cont~

ralio. c.:.nQ who c::dvertised for tha "single men" by tsking tho mossag
e

they d,,1ivur to him withotlt qtli3stion. All he· is told is that he

mtlst givG this mos3cgo personally to Pros16cJnt 108[;do. of c.~nt~21ia

--cnd iith thct skatc)y information ~W2Y he goose

.li th Bi ff, hi s cht'.uffetlr r:nd ~')KO. hi s own co 10£dd v<: lot, Brock

G:rilble ::: rrivas at t-ho steamship d~okt whora he is ttfrcffi,?d II by Ani tc.

V~SCJS, an tlOscru:ptllotlS adventuress ~nd hor two Sotlth Ameri~n oom

p:...nions, all of whom are working for a. rival oil group in Cantralie.

In c fight over u pretendod injury to the .~man GCmbla is knJckod

over thu h~~d and sho.nghcied c.boo.rd a tremp freight or. He hos pre

vi.ously hidden the precious "mosa~ge" in the lining of his stlito:;ae

howavar, and the conspirc.tJrs do nJt ge~ it.

AbJcrd the fr"::ightur c. wi 1t stctir br.Jcks lO:Jsa, ~nd GCmble
•

sUbdue~ it in e terrific fight. Tho sto4m~r is bound for Centralia,

una when it erri VC:lS G=.mbla finds himsolf thu contur of cn intrigu.o

of grdt.t pr·:> port ions. Enrique Corte~ is thu lac.dar of tho f~.ction

trying tJ upset 10 ~dc's kind-hocrtQd but somwwh2t w0uk rule.
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C.:>rtez is in love ·'11ith Angaliec. 'Loscd-c, bdOu.tifu.l deu.ghtor of the

President, clnd is hend in glove with thu rivel Ji1 intl3rvsts. GambIa,

whJ decides most things in life by tJssing a cJin, tries to dalivor

his messcge to ~Jsc.a~, b~t finds thwt the President has been impris

oned by the rebel Cortez. She tells the biS Americ8no where hor

fethGr is end shows hi~ his phwtogrcph. CJrt~z ~nd his soldiors fio

c.lly c~.ptu.re G2mblo, Biff ena Zeke llft-er mcny chcalts Bnd ascopcdus,

cna pu.t thorn in prisou.

In tho little jail Gc.mble co:>ks u.p c nJvel pkn of dXCGpu. H<J

~nd his comp~nions ef~ect their liborty, and Gc.mblo imperson~tes thG

prisoil 'Comm:na<=llte", r~leo.sas ~ll ths other prisoners end orgc.nizes

en Lrnv tJ help LJs~.ac, wh.) is popu.la.r with the m£;~SSI3S. He arrives

dt the palac~ just in time to save Losnac tho disgrDce of cbdicc.ting

~nd tu.rns over to him the preciJu.s pCPI3~ which is disclosea to be c

drt-ft for fi va roi Ilion pesJs from the oi 1 interests. ,n th this,

Ir~aat'::. is able to pay the arrrw: whilo Angelica cnd Gamble ~rc u.nited

Breck tossing e coin cna finding thCt Fcta aJcrocs ha shall stay

there.
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